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New School Year Brings New Budget Cuts 
By: Kortney Young and Rebecca Bayless

Principal Dr. Terry Ryker 
and Superintendent Mark 
Collins know all about the 
state-wide budgetary con-
straints that are happening 
to Herrin CUSD #4. This 
new school year brings 
many new changes to the 
school. Budgets have been 
cut, and some people have 
been let go. Herrin District 
is doing what it can to keep 
students learning during 
this difficult time.

According to Superin-
tendent Collins, budget 
cuts are authorized by the 
state government. Each dis-
trict is given money by the 
state. The money given is 
a combination of property 
taxes and income taxes. The 
schools are then given a per-
cent of that money for each 
student within the schools. 
This school year the state 

According to Collins, 
there just wasn’t enough 
money to go around. Most 
departments didn’t want to 
cut staff, so in return sup-
plies were cut. 

As the town grows, so 
does the school and its need 
for supplies.

Superintendent Collins, 
“We do everything we can-
to keep things going,” said 
Ryker. “We won’t be able to 
send teachers to conferenc-
es, and departments are told 
to be as frugal as possible. 
Cutting teachers would just 
affect students too much, 
so we’re trying to keep as 
many as we can.” 

The school's number one 
focus is the students. Any-
thing that isn't vital to a stu-
dent’s education is being cut 
back. Cutting teachers, 

Show Your Tiger Pride  
through Traits
By: Karen Garegnani and 
Madeline Collins
 The new school year has 

seen many new develop-
ments, including the new Ti-
ger Pride program.  

 “The purpose of school-
wide Tiger Pride is to es-
tablish a climate in which 
appropriate behavior is the 
norm,” said Mrs. Cornelius, 
head of the new program.  

 Tiger Pride was created 
to highlight the admirable 
traits of the students at Her-
rin High.  This will hope-
fully encourage the student 
body to take on the Tiger 
Traits which were added to 
the back cover of the agen-
das this school year.  

 There is also a chart on 
page thirty-five of the school 
agenda.  The chart displays 
the acronym “Tiger Pride” 
and gives specific examples 
of how students can live out 
these characteristics in a 
school setting.  

Mrs. Cornelius and a 
team of eight other faculty 
members plan to promote 
this by recognizing students 
based on the Tiger Trait of 
the month.  

The faculty members plan 
to have raffles, post flyers, 
and have videos aired on the 
announcements.  They have 
already started by recogniz-
ing birthdays at lunch and 
presenting those students 
with a treat.  

Mrs. Cornelius expressed 
the challenge it is to make 
this program effective at the 
high school level. 

According to Cornelius, 
the program has been at the 
elementary school for over 
ten years, and the middle 
school has been doing it for 
three.  The Tiger Pride team 
has been working to initi-
ate this program for the past 
year. 

 As a result of this pro-
gram, Cornelius hopes to 
see a drop in the discipline 
reports that are filed.  The 
team is always looking for 
suggestions on ways they 
can reward students for do-
ing the right thing. 

  Students who have sug-
gestions are encouraged to 
contact Mrs. Cornelius.   

Tiger Pride Traits
Punctual - Be where your supposed to be on       

time; doing what you’re supposed to do every time

Respect - Treat others the way you would like to   
be treated; be considerate

Integrity - Be trustworthy, honest, loyal and   
responsible 

Discipline - Own your behavior, take responsi-  
bility for your actions

Excellence - Expect success for yourself and   
others

ran out of money and 
the million dollars that was 
owed to Herrin, was not re-
ceived. In return, the budget 
for Herrin district schools 
was cut.

 Although the budget cut 
has hurt many departments, 
both Collins and Ryker are 
positive in their outlooks to-
wards the future.

“The school is doing the 
best we can,” Ryker said. 
“We want to keep as many 
teachers as possible; it’s bet-
ter for the students.”

Collins said that every 
department, sport, and club 
was affected the same. All 
budgets were cut 40 percent 
across the board. Person-
nel alone take up to 75-80 
percent of the budget, while 
education only takes up 17 
percent of the state’s budget.

though, would mean more 
students in every class. If 
teachers have too many stu-
dents, it’s harder for them to 
help students who need it. 
In order to keep everyone 
employed, some who retired 
last year are not being re-
placed this year, such as the 
janitors and cooks.

“We’ll get through this,” 
Collins said. He is positive 
the Herrin school district 
will pull through this rough 
patch, but believes things 
probably won’t turn around 
for at least two more years. 
Once the economy is better, 
he believes the budget cuts 
will stop.

Mrs. Cornelius hands out birthday treats to 
represent Tiger Pride
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Freshman student government representative Ryan Ridgway 
described his first day as “very exciting and different from middle 
school.” He said his hardest adjustment to high school was having to 
learn to open his locker.  Ridgway said the lockers at OLMC had no 
locks. His favorite class is P.E. because he enjoys it. Ridgway is al-
ready involved with student government and the golf team and plans 
on joining the Scholar Bowl team. Ridgway says his favorite part of 
high school is, “just getting to see all my friends I have come to know 
over the years.”

Ryan Ridgeway (Freshman)
By: Chais Schumacher

Trey Stevenson (Freshman)
By: Chais Schumacher

Freshman Trey Stevenson has already made his name known 
around Herrin High School for his performance in his first varsity 
football game in which he scored three touchdowns.  Along with foot-
ball, Stevenson plans to participate in basketball, track, and FBLA. 
Stevenson described his first day in high school as “fun, but a little 
nerve-wracking.” Stevenson said getting to class in four minutes has 
been a big adjustment for him.  His favorite class is Spanish because, 
“I love Grandpa G,” he said.  Stevenson’s favorite part of high school 
is seeing all his friends and sitting with them at lunch.

Taylor Bloodworth (Fresh-
man)
By: Bianca Hazen

Freshman Taylor Bloodworth didn’t do much over the summer, un-
less you count sleeping in, eating, and going to Tae Kwon Do every 
day something spectacular.  She never expected that such an unevent-
ful summer after her eighth grade year would lead to such a great first 
day of high school.

 “My first day was great.  It was a lot of fun.  I didn’t get lost, which 
was definitely something I was expecting to do,”  Bloodworth said.

She said that the biggest difference between high school and mid-
dle school is the fact that there are more notes to take and less time to 
sleep. Her  favorite class and teacher is Algebra 3 with Mrs. Nagrod-
ski.  

Bloodworth plans on being in French Club, band, and the play this 
year.

 “I actually really like high school.  It’s so much bigger. I love hav-
ing to race all over my school to get to my classes, and the fact that the 
teachers treat us like adults, and actually hold us to our responsibili-
ties,” Bloodworth said.

Senior Christopher Joseph Kirchner spent part of his summer vacation in Florida at the five-day We-
ber International Bowling Camp.  After Florida, he went to Cleveland, Ohio, for the Teen Masters’ Tour-
nament to try and win $64,000 dollars for a college scholarship.  He placed 22nd out of 102 bowlers to 
advance to the Indianapolis Junior Gold Tournament.  There he finished 453rd out of the more than 1,200 
bowlers in his age bracket.

 After such an exciting summer, what was it like for him to walk into his last first day of school? 
“It was not really different. It was a little scary because after this year I'm going to college. I am sure to-
wards the end of the year I will realize it more,” said Kirchner.

 Kirchner said he has changed a lot during his high school career.  He is much more mature than 
he used to be, he has started caring more about his grades, and his skills have greatly increased in bowl-
ing. Kirchner said he will try to make his senior year a memorable one by having fun with friends and 
family, breaking some records in bowling, and winning state in bowling.  

 His plans after high school include going to college for either computer networking or computer 
science.  He is hoping to get a scholarship in bowling.  After that, he hopes to join the PBA Tour and be a 
pro bowler.

C.J. Kirchner (Senior)
By: Ethan Geiger

Morgan Jennings (Senior)
By: Kimberly Bennett

On August 15, Morgan Jennings, class of 2013, started her last first day of school.  In prior years, espe-
cially freshman and sophomore year, Jennings said she walked in the high school not caring much about 
grades and activities. 

Over the years, she has grown to care about the school and to be more concerned about her grades, so 
she can go to college.  Upon graduation, she plans to go to John A. Logan for general education classes 
and then transfer to Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville to study psychology and counseling for 
children. 

 Outside of school she has prepared herself for the more challenging college life by working over the 
summer.  Before going to college, Jennings said she plans on making her senior year memorable by col-
lecting every t-shirt possible, going to every sports game, and trying to be more involved in school clubs.

  For Jennings, walking back in from summer vacation was a good feeling, but she knows she will miss 
high school next year.

Jordan Balota (Senior)
By: Austin Samples

During Jordan's summer vacation, he dedicated himself to football along with working with his uncle, 
carpeting.  "I feel as if I have grown to be more wise of a man," is how Jordan explained his change 
throughout high school.  Coming into his last, first day Jordan said, "It was like any other day of school. 
There's is nothing special about it."  Now when it comes to making his senior year memorable, he plans to 
do the best he can in football and make passing grades. "After high school, I want to stay working for my 
uncle in his carpeting business."
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Editorial Policy

Letters Policy
Letters should be 300 

words or less and must be 
signed with the writer’s 
name. Names will be pub-
lished. The Tattler will not 
publish letters attacking 
individuals.

Students or staff at HHS 
submitting letters may give 
them to editor Spencer 
Gualdoni or bring them to 
Mrs. Myatt  in Room 1110. 
Letters may be edited by the 
Tattler staff.

Letters may be mailed to 
Herrin High School,   c/o 
the Tiger Tattler, 700 N. 
10th St., Herrrin, IL 62948; 
or they may be e-mailed 
to: <tigertattler@herrinhs.
org>.

2012-2013
Tiger Tattler Staff

Opinions expressed in 
editorial columns with a 
staff writer’s by-line are the 
opinions of the writer and 
not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Board.

Opinions expressed in 
unsigned editorials are those 
of the Tiger Tattler Editorial 
Board.

The Editorial Board is 
composed of the Tattler edi-
torial staff and the  faculty 
adviser. If the opinions ex-
pressed in an unsigned edi-
torial are not unanimously 
agreed upon by the Editorial 
Board, the vote count of 
the board members will be 
included in or at the end of 
the editorial.

www.herrinhs.org/tigertattler

Editor: Spencer Gualdoni

Staff: Kortney Young, 
Rebecca Bayless, Karen 
Garegnani, Madeline Col-
lins, Austin Samples, Kira 
Ruhl, Ethan Geiger, Kimberly 
Bennett, Chais Schumacher, 
Bianca Hazen, Jake Turner, 
Cameron Waddell, Destiny 
Hoyle, Gabby Wilson, Luke 
Hentrich, Abigail Craig, Gerri 
Miles, Colten Whitecotton, 
Kendall Herrod

Faculty Adviser: Faye Myatt

Madison Verden & Dacoda Blockley 
(Freshmen)
By: Kira Ruhl 
Freshmen Madison Virden and Dacoda Blockley both agree that they were very nervous on their first 

day of high school, although as it turns out, there was no reason to be. Virden describes her first day as 
“not as bad as expected.” The hardest adjustment for her was the size of Herrin High School. “It’s a lot 
bigger,” she said.

 Blockley said he was mainly nervous because of the older students, but he enjoys meeting new 
people; it is one of his favorite parts about high school. He also likes his math class because of his teacher, 
Mr. Harlow. Virden likes her geography class most because she has fun with the other students. Her favor-
ite part about high school, she said, is that the days go by really fast. Blockley plans to spend his free time 
doing art. Virden is going to play tennis and join FBLA. 

Alex Estes (Senior)
By: Austin Samples

During Alex's summer vacation, he quit his job to play football but 
soon came to find out he had heart problems and ended it with spend-
ing time with his family. "I like to think I have become more mature 
in high school. I also feel as if I built more in character" is how Jordan 
explained his change thoughout high school.  "My last, first day of 
high school felt crazy to me. It was weird realizing it was the last time 
I will have a first day of school."  Alex plans to make his senior year 
memorable by making straight A's in his "easy" classes. After high 
school Alex says "I plan to go to a Christian college and eventually 
become a missionary or pastor."

During Blake's summer vacation he spent time with family while 
also visiting long lost friends in Chitown (Chicago) and Arkansas.  
"Throughout high school, I have realized how short life is and you 
gotta do what you gotta do to succeed."  On Blake's last, first day of 
high school he explained that it has gone by way to fast and it doesn't 
seem possible.  "I plan to work extra hard this year on my school work 
but play hard on the weekends," is how Blake says he plans to make 
his senior year memorable.  After graduation Blake says, "I plan to at-
tend Navy College for auto."

Blake Stanton (Senior)
By: Austin Samples 

Beth Jarvis & Rebecca Greeley (Seniors)
By: Destiny Hoyle
Senior Beth Jarvis spent part of her summer in Florida swimming with the dolphins.  She says walk-

ing into her last first day of high school was bitter sweet.  Jarvis says her time in high school has made 
her more mature and intelligent.  Graduating will make Jarvis’s senior year memorable, she says.  After 
graduating, she plans to attend John A. Logan College.

 Senior Rebecca Greeley spent part of her summer visiting her little sisters who live out of state.  She 
says walking into her first last day of high school was, “awkward, because people were staring at me like 
they’ve never seen a pregnant person before.”  Over the years Greeley said she has become more mature 
and has realized what is important.  She plans to make her senior year memorable by going all out for 
Homecoming and Prom.  After high school, Greeley’s plans are to raise her son, Jacob.

Dustin Harrison (Senior)
By: Austin Samples

Dustin spent his summer vacation working as hard as he could. On 
his off time he explained he lived his life to the fullest.  "I feel as if I 
have grown to be more mature" Dustin explained his change through-
out high school.  "My first, last day of high school was great knowing 
that me along with my class are top. It feels as if yesterday we were 
on the bottom as freshman." After Dustin graduates he plans to attend 
John A. Logan College for construction and raise his baby boy, Jacob 
Allen Harrison.

Focus on a Herrin Tiger 
Football Player 
By: Kendall Herrod
Senior Caylon M. Daniel is a wide receiver/cornerback 

for the Herrin Tigers Football Team. Daniel practices about 
two and a half hours a day at the Herrin Sports Park.  For 
Daniel, balancing school and football is easy. When he is 
in practice he thinks of both school work and the plays. He 
doesn't worry about being tired the next day after practice, 
and listening to music is what helps him to get ready for a 
game. He considers himself a good football player, and he 
says he is only getting better. He said that the football team 
works great as one. Some standout players to him are: Aus-
tin Butler, Jared Daugherty, Trey Stevenson, Chase Mer-
rill, and DeVante Branch.  Daniel said that Coach Karnes 
pushes the football team toward school work and practice, 
but he also teaches them life lessons and the responsibili-
ties of growing up. After high school, Daniel plans to go 
to college. He also plans to keep in touch with the football 
team and coaches after graduation because they are like 
another family to him
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A Trip to Remember
By: Gabby Wilson
Students aren't the only 

ones who go on interesting 
trips during the summer. 
Mrs. Stanley, Mrs. Shelton, 
and former teacher Ms. So-
nya Wattles all traveled to 
Honduras July 12 through 
July 20.

Stanley and Shelton went 
with Stanley's family and a 
group from the First Presby-
terian Church in Herrin for 
mission work. While there, 
they helped build a library, 
taught Bible school lessons 
to the kids, and took sup-
plies to the Lenca Indians in 
Monte Verde.

This was Shelton's first 
international mission work. 
She has done other mis-
sion work, but the work was 
more local. Shelton said, 
“You see other missionar-
ies on TV and now it seems 
real.”

Stanley said the trip was 
wonderful, yet hard, like 
camping. She loved meeting 
the kids and would love to 
go back. It was a “trip of a 
lifetime,” Stanley said. 

  

Shelton thinks it is some-
thing everyone should try. 
“We take so many things for 
granted,” she said.

Shelton's favorite part of 
the trip was the first week-
end there. Sunday was her 
birthday, and they went to 
the Caribbean Sea. They 
went for a hike, saw mon-
keys, swam through a rock 
formation and went snorkel-
ing. They also went to a hut 
where there were men who 
had caught some fish. The 
men made them a lunch of 
fish, beans, and rice. Shel-
ton said they spent the after-
noon swimming, and it was 
the perfect birthday present.

Stanley's favorite part of 
the trip was playing with 
the kids and enjoying the 
weather and the scenery. 

The teachers described 
Honduras as hot, beautiful, 
remote, a bit scary, and a 
little bit sad.

  

Mrs. Stanley, Ms. Walttles, and Mrs. Shelton with some Honduran Children. 

Math Department Looks for Another 
Year of Success
By: Luke Hentrich
The math teachers of HHS have always been great at helping and interacting with stu-

dents, and this year will be no exception. They have also accepted a new member into the 
math family, Ms. Rachel Bonifield, who they are very proud to have in the department.

This year will also mark an important year for the Herrin High School Math Team. 
After falling short last year at the hands of Red Bud, the math team hopes to come back 
stronger than ever and return to the state competition. Practices will begin soon, and Mrs. 
Nagrodski encourages all the members to work even harder than ever before.

Monthly Sudoku
Can you solve this sudoku? Every Tiger Tattler edition we 
will have a new Sudoku. This month’s edition is an 
Easy Level.

From Empty Chip Bags to 
Unique Cases and Purses
By: Gabby Wilson 

Most of us remember the 
empty chip bags that were 
collected during last school 
year. Many don't know what 
they were used for. The 
products of these empty 
chip bags are back.

The empty chip bags 
were taken to a village in 
the mountains of Honduras 
named Monte Verde and 
given to a man named San-
tos. Santos has a special 
technique where he folds the 
empty chip bags and weaves 
them into cases and purses. 
These products are made 
into many sizes and styles. 
The smallest size holds pen-
cils and pens. The medium 
size can hold books and 
notebooks. The largest size 
would be able to carry net-
books.

While Mrs. Stanley and 
Mrs. Shelton were in Hon-
duras, Santos showed them 
how the cases and purses 
are made. After the products 
are finished, he gives the 
bags to the group from First 
Presbyterian Church in Her-
rin to bring back and sell. 
The sale of these bags helps 
improve the village's life.

The proceeds from the 
bag sales go back to the vil-
lage for food, clothes, and 
for other needs of the chil-
dren. So far, they have been 
able to build and stock a Ti-

lapia pond to help im-
prove their diet and fund 
dental work to be done. 
Also, they have planted cof-
fee plants to sell to the U.S. 
Monte Verde is a very poor 
village. Proceeds also go to-
wards buying uniforms for 
the children, so they can go 
to school.

Monte Verde receives the 
proceeds every six months. 
In this case, they will see 
the money in January. The 
group from First Presbyte-
rian Church in Herrin takes 
the money and empty chip 
bags to Honduras and comes 
back with new purses and 
cases. “It is a cycle,” said 
Shelton.

 They also take suitcases 
with the clothes they will be 
wearing. When they come 
home, they leave the clothes 
behind and return with the 
new bags and the coffee 
they bought, Shelton added..

If anyone is interested 
in buying a bag they can 
see Stanley in room 1112 
and keep an eye out dur-
ing lunch. They will be sold 
while the bags and cases 
last and if they receive any 
more.
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October Musical Preview
By: Bianca Hazen

The Fall Musical, “Sister 
Amnesia's Country West-
ern Nunsense Jamboree,” 
will be held at Herrin High 
School October 25 and 26.  
The show is directed by 
Mrs. Simmons and Mrs. 
Trummer. 

The musical is about a 
nun who is befallen with a 
bad case of amnesia. When 
she recovers her memory, 
she realizes that her real 
dream is to perform in a 
country western show.  She 
and her fellow nuns travel 
the country singing and 
dancing for crowds of coun-
try music fans.

Some of the members of 
the cast include Gabby Jack-
son as Sister Mary Leo, He-
van Leon as Sister Virginia 
Trott, Abigail Craig as Sis-
ter Robert Anne and Sister 
Mary Annette, Desiree Leg-
gans as Sister Mary Wil-
helm, and Katelyn Fix as 
Sister Mary Paul.

 "I'm like a little ball of 
fun, so this musical fits me 
because I get to run around 
and be crazy…even though 
I'm a nun," said Gabby Jack-
son.

Tickets are $5 and will be 
available at the door.

Freshman Student Govern-
ment Members Look to Show 
Leadership
By: Luke Hentrich & Abigail Craig

Being elected to student 
government is a huge ac-
complishment and also a 
huge privilege at Herrin 
High School. This year, ten 
freshmen were chosen to 
create leadership and re-
sponsibility for their fellow 
classmates.

These members include 
President Bailee Endebrock, 
Vice President Ashley New-
comb, Secretary Jordan 
Wharton, Representatives, 
Macey Mooneyham, Mad-
eline Reinhart, Ryan Ridg-
way, Marlee Russell, and Jo-
elle Shelton, and Associates 
Mattie Stanley and Caleb 
Culbreath.

“Being on student gov-
ernment is a privilege be-
cause they were voted by 
their fellow students. They 
must have leadership skills 
and keep their grades up, 
at least a 3.0 or higher on a 
4.0 scale, and show good be-
havior throughout the school 
year,” said Mrs. Stanley, stu-
dent government sponsor.

Student government al-
ways takes on different chal-
lenges and events, such as 
choosing a theme for Home-
coming, organizing parade 
floats, and sponsoring 5th 
quarter dances. As seniors 
graduate each year, the 
freshmen are called upon 
to provide new and creative 
ideas. Sometimes it is im-
portant for a fresh take on 
some of these events, even 
if some of the ideas have 
already been used, Stanley 
said.

“Student government 
goes in phases,” said Mrs. 
Stanley. “One of the ideas 
the freshman liked for 
homecoming had already 
been used a few years ago, 
but by the time they are se-
niors and this phase has 
ended, their concepts can 
start to be taken in and used 
as well.”

According to Stanley, cre-
ating leadership in student 
government is very impor-
tant. No one person is count-
ed on to make the important 
decisions. All of their plans 
come with a group effort. 
That means everyone must 
have a say and show their 
qualities as a superior lead-
er. Mrs. Stanley said that 
the freshmen student body 
chose their officers admira-
bly.

“So far, they have done 
very well in the meetings 
that we have had. As you 
know, the ten of them have 
to step up and represent ev-
eryone in their class, and 
overall they have done a 
good job of doing it. I think 
the freshmen did great in 
choosing candidates with 
good qualities and unique 
opinions.”

Student government is 
a premier part of Herrin 
High School. The organiza-
tion's members, who must 
show exemplary behavior, 
are seen as leaders of the 
school. As the years go by, 
each new group of students 
that comes into high school 
must evolve, develop, and 
make the organization even 
stronger. 

The 2012 school year has 
begun with some new faces 
in the faculty.

Mrs. Bethel, the new sci-
ence teacher, comes from 
Massac High School and 
has also worked at West 
Frankfort High School. Be-
fore becoming a teacher, 
Bethel considered a career 
as a veterinarian or in the 
theater arts.

Bethel teaches meteorol-
ogy, basic bio-chemistry, 
and anatomy and physiolo-
gy. She attended SIU, where 
she obtained her degree in 
biological sciences. She is 
thinking about going back 
to get her master’s degree. 
Bethel said she really likes it 
at Herrin High School.  For 
one, she is closer to home, 
and also the staff and stu-
dents are very good. They 
are respectful, she said.

Another new teacher this 
year is Mrs. Myatt. Mrs. 
Myatt teaches English, 
speech and journalism. At 
her previous job she taught 
English, social studies and 
religion. She got her first 
degree in Journalism from 
SIU, and soon after that she 
worked for the Southern Il-

While teaching  she also 
worked night shifts at the 
Herrin City Library. She 
then took time off to have 
kids. Mrs. Johnson has also 
worked at Morris Library 
at SIU. Nine years ago she 
started working at North 
Side Primary as a teacher's 
aide and a sub. Six years 
ago she took over the job of 
the Librarian at North Side. 
Mrs. Johnson said, “I enjoy 
working with children and 
young people, and I believe 
that education is a better 
way to improve our lives.” 
Johnson said she loves her 
job and that in some ways it 

 linoisan newspaper. She 
got her second degree from 
SIU in English education. 
She says English has always 
been easy for her, and she 
loves to write.  She has spent 
the last19 years teaching at 
the junior high level, so this 
is her first high school job. 
She says it is different, but 
she likes it.

Mrs. Johnson is the new 
librarian at Herrin High 
School. Johnson taught 3rd 
and 4th grade for three years 
at Unity Christian School.

New Teachers at HHS
By: Abigail Craig & Gerri Miles

is easier because she 
doesn’t have as great a 
teacher role as she had with 
the younger kids at North 
Side.  Mrs. Johnson is cur-
rently work-ing on her Mas-
ter’s of Library Science 
through the University of Il-
linois. 

Mrs. Bonifield has joined 
the staff as the new math 
teacher. This is her first year 
of teaching. She teaches Al-
gebra 1 and 2, and develop-
mental math. Mrs. Bonifeld 
has a degree in Math Educa-
tion from SIU. She said she 
really loves math and wants 
to share that love with oth-
ers. She said she had a re-
ally great math teacher that 
inspired her, and she wants 
to be that inspiration to stu-
dents. Mrs. Bonifield says 
she loves it here at Herrin 
High School, everyone has 
been welcoming, and the 
kids have been very well be-
haved so far.

D o n’ t F o r g e t : 
Oct. 25 & 26 at 
7:00pm at the 

Herrin Elemen-
tary School!

A seemingly new policy 
has been introduced this 
school year, forbidding the 
use of head phones during 
school hours.  However, 
when asked what caused this 
new policy to be enforced, 
Assistant Principal James 
Cargal said, “It is not a new 
rule; it has always been in 
the handbook, but I had be-
come lenient on it.”

After teachers had com-
plained about distractions, 
Cargal decided, “We needed 
to enforce the existing rule.”  

 Not only were the head-
phones becoming a distrac-
tion, he said, they were also 
being used with 

HHS Headphone Policy
By: Colten Whitecotton

iPods and cell phones.    
There are rules prohibiting 
the use of both, so that was 
another factor in enforcing 
the existing headphone rule.   
Cargal does not see any 
disadvantages in students 
not being able to use head-
phones.   For any student 
that breaks the rule it will be 
considered a Class 3 infrac-
tion, Cargal warns.  

If a curriculum is add-
ed that requires the use of 
headphones, the rule can be 
lifted for that class, but as of 
now there isn’t a curriculum 
that will require the use of 
headphones, Cargal said. 
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Friday, Sept. 14, is a “Blackout” game against the Benton Rangers.  The 
blackout is being organized by Herrin FBLA, and they are holding their 
“Kickoff Tailgate” before the game for all members.  There will also be a 
fifth quarter dance immediately following the game in the HHS Commons, 
hosted by Student Government.  Everyone make sure and show your team 

spirit and wear black!!!

1st Annual Blackout Game Scheduled 
for Friday, September 14th

Herrin High School Presents:
Homecoming 2012 “Once Upon A Dream”

Saturday, September 29th, 2012 
8:00pm - 11:00pm
Football Friday:

 Home Game against Harrisburg
at 7:00pm

Spirit Week:
Monday - ‘Merica Monday - dress up in Red, White, & Blue

Tuesday - Twin Day - dress like a friend
Wednesday - Nerd Day - be a genius for a day

Thursday - Disney Day - be your favorite character
Friday - Orange/Black/Camo Day - you know what that 

means
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Stevenson Dominates the Field
By: Bianca Hazen and Emily Caldwell
The Herrin Tigers earned 

their first football victory of 
the year against the Massac 
County Patriots on Friday, 
August 24, and freshman 
Trey Stevenson got a chance 
to earn his varsity status on 
the team. 

When  Sophomore Chase 
Merrill went down, fresh-
man Trey Stevenson stepped 
up and took charge. The 
only freshman on the var-
sity team, Stevenson scored 
three touchdowns on runs of 
three, 32, and 63 yards. 

 Many fans turned up to 
watch the Herrin Tigers beat 
Massac in their first show-
down of the season. Despite 
the special teams giving up 
two long runs for scores, the 
team is off to a great start 
this season, making 382 
yards on 61 attempts.

“The game was a pleasant 
surprise,” said former varsi-
ty running back Brock Mc-
Gee. “My little brother Trey 
had a wonderful game.”

Sophomore coach Lindell 
Hatley said, “I'm very ex-
cited (about the team), we 
graduated 25 seniors and 
the younger squad are really 
stepping up and filling in 
their shoes.”

“Everybody played as a 
team, and when any athlet-
ic team plays together, you 
have a very positive out-
come,” said Principal Dr. 
Terry Ryker.

Freshman, Trey Stevenson, runs the ball in for a touchdown.

Running Right Along
By: Hayley Cobb
The 2012 cross country 

team is off to a great start 
this year, having already 
won first place at the Pinck-
neyville Invitational against 
West Frankfort, Benton, and 
Pinckneyville. 

Although the boys have 
had many wins in the past, 
this is the first time the 
girls have won first place in 
Pinckneyville.  

Coach Mallow suspects 
that the boys will have an-
other great season and the 
girls will be “the upcoming 
team in Southern Illinois.” 

Coach Mallow has sub-
jected his team to many 
speed workouts, in order 
to increase foot speed, and 
has also had them running 
“miles and miles.”  

The goal for Coach Mal-
low, Coach Mings, and also 
the girls’ and boys’ teams 
is to win conference and 
advance to the state meet.  
Coach Mallow expects the 
boys to win conference for 
the fourth year in a row and 
expects the girls to win con-
ference as well. 

 

“We’re so deep, and 
we’ve never had so many 
good runners,” Coach Mal-
low said.  “The size of the 
team is a big change. I’ve 
never had so many runners 
on the team, and it’s kind 
of difficult to manage,” said 
Mallow.

This year the cross coun-
try team will be competing 
as far north as Olney and as 
far south as Massac County.  
Conference will be held in 
Pinckneyville in October. 
Regionals will be held in 
Chester, and sectionals will 
be held in Edwardsville. 

In addition to being con-
ference champions for three 
years in a row, the boys’ 
team has also been regional 
champions for two years 
running. 

 

Herrin High School Football team getting ready to hike the ball to the quarterback

HHS Cross Country is 
off to a Great Start

The Herrin Cross Coun-
try team competed Tuesday, 
Sept. 4, in the Herrin Invita-
tional and Thursday, Sept. 6, 
in the Redbird Invitational.  
Coach Mallow said the team 
had very good week.

  At home on Tuesday the 
boys’ team finished second 
behind Sparta in the four-
teen team meet. Herrin was 
led by Ethan Pullum in 4th, 
Steven Hall in 5th, Nick 
Ryker in 7th, Justin Lukens 
in 19th, Matt Bowling in 
23rd, Travis Richardson in 
25th, and Ryan Gottschalk 
in 32nd.  

The girls’ team finished 
fourth in the 14 team meet. 
Herrin finishers were Kara 
Martin in 4th, Maura Far-
rell in 5th, Kendra Knight 
in 32nd, Alexis Dickerson in 
40th, Tori Mattingly in 41st,  
Macy Russell in 39th, and 
Daylon LaCroix in 44th.  

On Thursday, at the Red-
bird Invitational in West 
Frankfort, the Herrin boys 
won the meet defeating 
Sparta 59 to 63. Herrin was 
led by Steven Hall in 6th, 
Ethan Pullum in 7th, Nick 
Ryker in 9th, Justin Lukens 
in 16th, Matt Bowling in 
20th, Ryan Gottschalk in 
34th and Travis Richardson 
in 36th. 

 The Herrin girls tied for 
first but lost the tie breaker 
to finish second to Mur-
physboro. The Tigers were 
led by Maura Farrell in 2nd, 
Kara Martin in 4th, Kendra 
Knight in 24th, Tori Mat-
tingly in 25th, Macy Russell 
in 27th, Alexis Dickerson in 
30th, and Jessica Alongi in 
36th.   

The boys’ record is now 
68 wins and 7 losses, and 
the girls’ record is 54 wins 
and 21 losses.

HHS Volleyball Team 
By: Kaybryn Gooch
The 2012 Herrin High School girls’ varsity volleyball 

team is off to a great start with a record of 6-5.
According to Assistant Coach Kaci Lukens, the team’s 

goals are to win more than 20 games, and to win both the 
conference championship and the regional championship.

  "We have a lot of bright spots; we will lose some great 
seniors, but we also have height coming up as well as great 
athletes," Lukens said.

Lukens said the team has shown great leadership on the 
court as well as in the classroom. 
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Bowling Team Has High Hopes
By: Ethan Geiger
After a close competition at last year’s state bowling tournament in O’Fallon, Il., Senior 

Christopher Joseph Kirchner hopes to win at state this year in bowling.
Last year during Kirchner’s junior year, he and the bowling team needed to place 12th 

or higher on day one of the competition to advance to the second day.  They were in 
fourth for awhile at the beginning of the day, but found themselves slipping lower as the 
day rolled on. However, they were able to hold on to 10th place out of 24 to make it to day 
two.

On the second day of the state competition the team wasn't doing great, but individu-
ally Kirchner was in 3rd place out of 90 bowlers.  After three games, the team was in 11th 
out of 12th.  

The second half of that day’s competition started with Kirchner in 2nd place, but after 
two games he was in 1st.  Kirchner’s last game came down to his second to last shot. He 
left a 10 pin and would have to pick it up to claim first place. Kirchner pulled the ball and 
missed the shot, and his opponent beat him by three pins, 257-254.  Kirchner finished 
with a 2,730 pin count to take second place in State.

 
HHS Girls Tennis Team Hopes for a 
Great Season 
By: Kimberly Bennett
The 2012 girls’ tennis season has officially started.  This year’s team consists of 23 

girls coached by Matt Snell and Matt McManaway.  In previous years the tennis program 
has been more recreational, but it is now a competition team. 

The team prepares for matches by doing drills, having challenge matches, and having 
lots of practices.  In addition, many of the girls on the team spent time this summer par-
ticipating in camps and playing matches with other local high school tennis teams.  

One of this year’s team goals is for the team to improve, but the main goal is to win 
more matches than last year. 

“Winning is winning, but losing teaches you what your team needs to work on…but 
both are good lessons,” Coach Snell said.

  

HHS Boys Golf Team Starting their 
Season Off Strong
By: Chais Schumacher & Jake Turner
The boys’ golf team has 

been on a roll to start the 
season. They began by play-
ing in a tournament in An-
na-Jonesboro where they 
placed 4th, and the team has 
already shot a low score of 
156 at their home course and 
jumped to a 10-3 record. 

Recently, Austin Craft 
shot a 36 (+1) on the Ko-
kopelli golf course against 
Marion. Craft's great round 
helped keep the Tigers to 
a score of 160, but was not 
enough as the Wildcats shot 
a score of 153 to take the 
victory. 

“I felt pretty good, and I 
was making my putts when 
it counted,” Craft said.  
Craft had six pars, a bird-
ie, and just two bogeys to 
cap off his performance. 
      While the team is do-
ing well, it doesn't all come 
naturally. Golf is a game 
that takes a lot of practice 
and discipline to become 
good, and the team puts in 
plenty of it. Whenever they 
do not have a match on their 
schedule, the Tigers are out 
at the course working hard 
to improve their game. Bad 
weather doesn't stop them, 
either, as they now have in-
door equipment to help them 
practice in case of rain.

The team put in the prac-
tice all summer long to 
prepare themselves for the 
season.  “You practice like 
you play. You know you got 
a lot of days where these 
guys come out and practice 
for two, two in a half hours 
and then they go play golf. 
I mean, that’s all they do all 
summer long,” said Coach 
Eric Ewell. 

Coach Ewell believes 
that the hours of dedication 
and practice have led to the 
team’s good start to the sea-
son. Golf matches are won 
by all of the various parts of 
a player’s game. It’s not all 
about hitting the long ball 
and having the deepest shot; 
sometimes it’s about accura-
cy and precision, Ewell said. 

A driver is not the only 
club in a golfer’s arsenal. 
Sometimes you have to use 
more precise clubs such as a 
wedge, iron, and especially 
the putter. “Everyone wants 
to hit the driver. The driver’s 
not where it’s won. It’s won 
on the putting green and 
around the green and chip-
ping,” said Ewell.

HHS Boys Golf Team practicing for their tournament 

Coach Ewell talking with the Golf Team


