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Congratulations and good 
luck to HHS Class of 2010
Seniors prepare to graduate, reflect on past four years
By Zachery Gilio
and Hannah Snider

As the seniors prepare to grad-
uate and begin a new chapter of 
their lives, they reflect on the past 
four years.  Here are some se-
niors’ thoughts:

Q:     How do you feel about grad-
uating High School?
Kaylee Mezo: “I feel accom-
plished and very excited to start 
the next chapter of my life.”
Jessica Wagley: “Scared, about 
living on my own and going to 
college.”
Jennifer Yancey: “I have never 
been more excited to get out of 
this place.”
Jesse Porritt: “I am excited, and 
nervous at the same time. 

Q:   What is your favorite high 
school memory?
Kaylee Mezo: “Going to Disney 
World with band.”
Samuel Loos: “Spit ball wars my 
freshman year when Mrs. Wilson 
started teaching here.”
Theresa Stout: “Watching a kid 
rip off his shirt, like the Hulk, 
and say, ‘Come getcha some.’”
Jessica Wagley: “The day before 

Christmas break, my sophomore 
year, we taped Mr. Ryker to one 
of the columns and put lipstick on 
his mouth and made him kiss an 
orange.”
Seth Lawrence: “Watching a kid 
get thrown through a wall in a 
fight.”
Jessica Cogdill: “Gareth Peck 
yelling, ‘Look, Miss Haun, it’s 
breakaway pants!’, then ripping 
off his pants and not being able to 
put them back on.”
Raelynn Hinerman: “Dis-
ney world with band and Lunch 
Bunch, sooo much singing!”

Q:     What are your plans for af-
ter high school?
Kaylee Mezo: “Going to John A. 
to be a registered nurse, and con-
tinuing to pursue music.”
Theresa Stout: “Civil engineer-
ing at University of Illinois at 
Chicago.”
Jessica Wagley: “To go to John 
A. Logan and to start a Physical 
Therapy Assistant program.”
Jennifer Yancey: “Go to John 
A., get into the army, and get 
married.”
Seth Lawrence: “Mechanical en-
gineering at SIUC.”
Raelynn Hinerman: “Music ed-

ucation major at Greenville Col-
lege.”
Jessica Cogdill: “Mechanical en-
gineering and biology at SIUC.”

Q:    If you could repeat one of 
your high school years, which one 
would it be and why?
Kaylee Mezo: “My freshman 
year, because I regret not taking 
art.”
Samuel Loos: “I would repeat my 
freshman year so I could change 
my ways.”
Jennifer Yancey: “Freshman 
year.  I would make it so much 
more fun, and work harder.”

Q:    What was your favorite part 
of high school?
Theresa Stout:  “School events-
like dances and school activities.”
Seth Lawrence:  “All the extra-
curricular activities are a blast.”
Jessica Cogdill:  “All of the goofy 
and fun things you can do!  The 
events and extra                   curric-
ulars have given me a lot of great 
memories!”
Raelynn Hinerman:  “Band! 
Some things you’ll never forget.”
Kayla Brantley:  “Friends. All 
the time.”

Q:   What was your favorite 
class?
Theresa Stout:  “My favorite 
class was technical writing.”
Seth Lawrence:  “My favor-
ite class was calculus because 
Loucks is a beast.”
Jessica Cogdill:  “I can’t choose.  
I loved Mr. Loucks’s Calc. II, 
Mrs. Chiaventone’s class, and 
Mrs. Nagrodski’s class; they are 
all great classes and a lot of fun.”
Raelynn Hinerman: “Spanish 
… oh my.”
Kayla Brantley:  “Art. Express 
yourself.”

Q:    What is your advice for other 
students?
Theresa Stout:  “Do your work.  
You’ll regret not doing it later.”
Seth Lawrence:  “Chill out. Re-
lax.  Enjoy the time you’re stuck 
here.”
Jessica Cogdill:  “Enjoy!  It goes 
by waaayyy too quick!”
Raelynn Hinerman:  “Live life.  
Be yourself.  Be positive.”
Kayla Brantley:  “Do the extra 
credit, one day you’ll forget your 
homework and it will save your 
grade.”

Seniors Israel Lopez (left) and Brock Cislaghi enjoy lunch in the 
cafeteria. - Sarah Jankowski photo.

Project Graduation: free all-night event for graduates.
Doors open at 10:30 p.m. on May 22.  Concludes at 5 
a.m.  Graduates must register with Mrs. Beltz to attend.

From left, seniors Keyonnie Mannie, Kaci Wright, Jacob Gott-
berg, Jasmine Pirtle, and Kiera Richardson.  - Sarah Jankowski 
photo.
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By Rachel Young

HHS Juniors took the PSAE 
(Prairie State Achievement 
Exam) on April 28 and 29.  The 
first day of testing included Eng-
lish, math, reading, science, and 
writing tests, known collectively 
as the ACT (American College 
Test).  The second day included   
science, math, and reading as-
sessment tests.  Here are some ju-
niors’ comments on the ACT:

Jensen Falker: “It was really long 
and tiring and I was tired a lot…
but it’s over now so it’s all good.  
The world’s a better place.”
Emily Lind: “I felt like it was 
harder than the practices.  I 
think I’m going to have to take it 
over but we’ll see when I get my 
score.”
Andy Siefert: “Meh.  There was 
no pizza.”
Rebecca Herman: “Glad it’s 
over!”
Shawn Mientus: “It sucked.  It 
was terrible.  Worst two days of 

the year.”
Abby Eaton: “The only good 
part about the ACT was getting 
out of class and homework.”
Megan Stanley: “I am so glad it’s 
over.  I can breathe now.”
Jacob McClure: “Eh.  Mrs. Chi-
aventone’s paper was more stress-
ful.”
Craig Bartelsmeyer: “The only 
regret I have is that the highest I 
could get is a 36.”
Haley Elders: “The ACT overall 
was pretty hard but the thing that 
made it worthwhile was sitting by 
my best friend Jensen Falker.”
Danielle Smith: “The ACT was 
hard but Devan Meeks’s ‘whoop-
whoops’ in the morning always 
got me pumped up.”
Patrick McNeill: “I’m pretty 
confident about my score.  I’m 
pretty sure I got at least a 37.”
Hannah Snider: “It wasn’t as 
bad as I thought it would be.  But 
I’m glad it’s over.”
Liz Calero: “It ate me.”
Kendal Brooks: “Gave it my best 
just glad that it is over!”

Juniors comment on ACT

By Raelynn Hinerman

Herrin FBLA is busy prepar-
ing for Nationals this summer.

Tigers who will be competing 
are senior Stevie Ruzich and ju-
niors Nick Gregory, Kristy Gual-
doni, Craig Bartelsmeyer, and 
Andy Siefert.

The FBLA sponsor and coach 
is Melissa Frankel. The team 
competes in several different 
business-related competitions 
like court reporting and business 

math.
The team has been doing 

fundraising for the trip to the na-
tional competition. The team held 
a fundraiser at McAllister’s Deli 
in Marion on April 23, where 10 
percent of the profits from the 
night went to support FBLA. Oth-
er fundraising projects are in the 
works.

The national competition is 
taking place in Nashville, Ten-
nessee from July 14-17.

FBLA members advance 
to national competition

Name that Teacher!
By Zachery Gilio

February’s mystery teacher was Mrs. Stacy Linton.
Can you guess who this mystery teacher is? 

- His favorite color is black
- He has been working at HHS for 15 years

- His favorite sport is wrestling
- He went to Liberal High School as a teenager

- He played football, wrestling, and track
- When he was a kid he wanted to be a bull rider

- His favorite hour of the day is first hour
- After school he likes to relax

A: Mr. Sherrill

By journalism students Tyler 
Horn, Brooke Barwick, Devan 
Meeks, and Lissa Richardson

‘Sexting’ is a word that most 
people aren’t familiar with, but is 
becoming a bigger problem every 
day. What is ‘sexting,’ you may 
be wondering? Most common 
among middle school and high 
school students, ‘sexting’ is the 
act of sending sexually explicit 
messages or photographs from 
one mobile device to another. 
‘Sexting’ is a crime when minors 
are involved and can have per-
manent effects to one’s record if 
convicted. 

A survey was given out to the 
students of Herrin High School 
concerning the sending of a 
‘sext’. According to our survey, 
‘sexting’ is a more familiar issue 
than most people realize. 64% of 
all students surveyed have either 
sent or received a ‘sext’ message. 
Most of the students who have 
dealt with these messages have 
had texts, pictures, and even vid-
eos sent or received. 

This may seem like an easy 
way to get a fix, but what people 

might not know is that ‘sexting’ 
has a strong federal opposition. 
There has now been a bill passed 
saying that any offender can be 
forced into community service 
with court supervision, counsel-
ing, or may even face jail time. 
This bill only applies to minors. 
Sending a message to a minor is 
seen as a sex crime and the person 
will be treated the same as some-
one arrested for sex offending. 

Peer pressure is and always 
will be a common problem 
among high schools. The pressure 
doesn’t stop with drugs or drink-
ing; it now includes ‘sexting’.  

When under pressure, teenag-
ers may not act like their normal 
selves or do something that is out 
of character for them.  A mistake 
some teens make is trusting that 
the message will stay between 
them and the person that they are 
sending it to. 

The consequences that come 
from ‘sexting’ can bring ridicule 
and long term damage to a per-
son’s social and emotional well 
being. You never know who could 
end up with your private pictures 
or texts that you only intended for 

one person’s eyes. 
Through our research, we 

found that in 2008, a girl named 
Jesse Logan, a high school stu-
dent from Cincinnati, Ohio, sent a 
nude picture to her boyfriend be-
lieving that he would not send it 
to others. After they broke up her 
trust was broken. 

When she went to school, the 
girls began to look at her differ-
ently. This worried her, causing 
her to feel insecure. Later in the 
year, she decided to go public 
with her story with a televised in-
terview. Logan did not want oth-
ers to go through what she did; 
however, even after the interview, 
her mistake continued to haunt 
her. She decided that life was too 
much to bear and a few weeks 
later, she hanged herself.

Although ‘sexting’ may be a 
fun and exciting new way to com-
municate with your peers, one 
should be cautious about send-
ing messages including explicit 
content too willingly. You never 
know what kind of consequences 
you might be facing.

‘Sexting’ trend has consequences

Like writing?  Photography?  Drawing cartoons?  
Join the Tiger Tattler staff for 2010-2011!
We are looking for:
*reporters
*photographers 
*editorial cartoonist
*columnist
*sports editor 
*assistant editor
*assistant computer design editor
*advertising manager

Pick up an application in Mrs. Carla Taylor’s room.
For more information see editor Rachel Young.

By journalism students Kaecie 
Hacker, Valerie Wagley, Jessica 
Wagley, and  Sarah Sanders

Teen pregnancy is a significant 
issue in today’s society.  A variety 
of people have different opinions 
and views on pregnancy among 
teenagers. 

According to pregnancy-info.
net, approximately 750,000 teens 
between 15 and 19 years old be-
come pregnant each year. Statis-
tics show that teen mothers ac-
count for 11 percent of all births 
in the United States. 

Out of all teen pregnancies, 

approximately 50 percent end in 
birth, 14 percent end in miscar-
riage, and nearly a third of preg-
nant teens choose abortion.  

It can not only end poorly for 
the teen’s baby, but also for the 
families. Not only do teenage 
pregnancies interfere with the 
success in life that these girls 
might ultimately achieve, teen 
mothers are sometimes a burden 
to all of us, requiring far more 
public assistance than adult coun-
terparts. Further, children born to 
teens tend to be both socially and 
economically disadvantaged.

Teen pregnancy is one of the 

most difficult experiences a young 
person might ever face when it in-
terrupts school or other plans. It 
can create an emotional crisis re-
sulting in feelings of shame and 
fear.

Teen pregnancy often results 
in emotional and physical stress.  
Some people fall under pressure 
of being pregnant and still in high 
school and begin to think they 
cannot handle it and drop out.  
According to NYTimes.com, 
pregnant teenagers have an 80 
percent dropout rate, as opposed 

Teen pregnancy a significant issue today

By Amelia Hicks

A group of HHS students at-
tended the theater competition 
known as Drama Daze on April 
7.  This day was all about theater, 
shows, and drama.

Teacher and Drama Club di-
rector Tammy Pullum said, “It 
was an opportunity for students 
who are interested in theater to 
spend a day at SIU in order to 
participate in different theatrical 
opportunities and build apprecia-
tion for the field.”

Drama Daze consisted of a 
series of three workshops, all 
dabbling in the different the-
ater careers.  The students from 
Herrin first attended a workshop 

about the art of improvisation and 
played several “improv” games to 
improve their technique.  

Next, the students went to a 
workshop all about costuming 
and makeup and participated in 
activities such as making news-
paper dresses, marbling fabric, 
and even learning a makeup tech-
nique for bruising.

After the two workshops, the 
students went to a small perfor-
mance area to watch the college 
students perform one of their 
small plays in a collaboration 
called Journeys.  Once the per-
formance was over, the students 
headed to the main theater for a 
lunch of pizza and cookies.

After lunch and a small raffle, 

Students attend theater competition
the next stop was the final work-
shop of the day: Stage Craft and 
Technique.  The students split up 
into groups and did various tasks 
such as making shadow puppets, 
creating a unique collage based 
on pictures and video, and even 
working with the stage lights.  

After the workshop, the stu-
dents returned to the main theater 
and the winners, or “prodigies” 
as they were called, were an-
nounced.  

Overall, Drama Daze was a 
unique and exciting experience 
for the students.  This drama-
filled day is one that the students 
of HHS will not soon forget.   

See Teen pregnancy, p. 6
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Tiger Tattler, 700 N. 10th 
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2009-2010
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Opinions expressed in 
editorial columns with a 
staff writer’s by-line are the 
opinions of the writer and 
not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Board.

Opinions expressed in 
unsigned editorials are those 
of the Tiger Tattler Editorial 
Board.
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composed of the Tattler edi-
torial staff and the  faculty 
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pressed in an unsigned edi-
torial are not unanimously 
agreed upon by the Editorial 
Board, the vote count of 
the board members will be 
included in or at the end of 
the editorial.

The Tiger Tattler has a 
circulation of 1,000 cop-
ies and is inserted in the 
Herrin Independent as 
well as made available to 
students at Herrin High 
School.
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Rachel’s Reflections
Editor Rachel Young

Pourquoi?
Assistant Editor Lindsey Craig

It’s hard to believe my junior 
year of high school is almost over.  
This year hasn’t exactly been 
easy, but it wasn’t as bad as I had 
feared, either.  

I’ve always heard that junior 
year is the hardest.  I think that’s 
true, to some extent.  I’ve certain-
ly had a busy year.  

However, when I look back on 
this year, I guess it wasn’t as bad 
as I had thought it would be.  Ju-
nior year is made out to be some 
horribly hard thing and I was ex-
pecting much worse.  

Sure, I was busy, but I still had 
free time.  Even the ACT wasn’t 
as bad as I had feared.  It was 
kind of stressful, but the test re-
ally wasn’t too bad.  It’s over and 
done with… now all I have to do 
is wait for the results.

Term papers and book reports 
are tedious, but they always have 
been.  I haven’t done much more 
writing this year than I have in 
previous years.  

There have been a few mo-
ments this year when I was over-
whelmed with the work in front 
of me, and a few really late nights 
doing homework, but often those 
times were the result of my own 
procrastination.

I guess the point I’m trying to 

get across is that no, junior year is 
not horrible.  Depending on how 
much you’re involved in, sure, 
it can get crazy and stressful at 
times.  But it can also be a lot of 
fun.  I survived!  

If you’re an underclassman 
worrying about your junior year, 
don’t!  Just take life one day at 
a time and learn to put things in 
perspective.  It’s just one year of 
your life and it will be over before 
you know it!

High school goes by so quick-
ly.  I am almost a senior.  Okay, 
when did that happen?  

When I started high school, 
my brothers were seniors.  Now 
I’m going to be a senior!  In one 
sense I feel like I’ve been in high 
school forever, but then again it 
has gone by so quickly!  

Being a senior means prepar-
ing for college… applying to col-
leges to meet the early deadlines, 
applying for scholarships, visiting 
colleges, writing essays!  College 
is right around the corner.  Okay, 
so I know I still have a whole year 
to go, but I know it will go by so 
quickly. High School will soon be 
just a memory.  And for the most 
part, including my junior year, it 
will be a good one.

Thoughts about junior year

Learning to appreciate 
the little things

There are many things I’ve 
been thinking of lately, and how 
fortunate I am is one of them.  I 
live in a nice home with good par-
ents.  I have a car and pretty much 
everything I need.  

So many of us have these things 
and we take them for granted.  I’m 
talking about all those children in 
the world who don’t even have 
shoes.  Shoes seem like a simple 
thing.  Not many in America 
think about going without shoes, 
even for a day.  But my friends did 
just that.  An organization called 
Toms Shoes sponsored One Day 
Without Shoes on April 8, 2010.  
The whole point was to spend a 
day barefoot to raise awareness 
for those children who go without 
shoes every single day.

My friend Sarah once told me 
a story about a friend of hers who 

was listening to someone com-
plain about something trivial.  
This person just looked up and 
said, “Why don’t you think about 
the kids in Africa? How about you 
take a walk in their shoes.  Yeah, 
the shoes they don’t have.”  And 
it stuck with me because it’s true.  
We as a people are so focused on 
ourselves we don’t see what is 
right in front of our faces.  We 
have very nearly everything and 
yet we always want more.  And 
that is human nature.  

But as I’ve said, I’ve been 
thinking about things.  I want to 
be more aware.  I’d like to be able 
to help.  Because if one person 
tries, they could inspire another to 
try, and another, and another and 
together those people can change 

Math Team
State Competition Results

Freshmen:
Emilie Sgutt-4th
Maddy Kramer- 6th

Juniors: 
Craig Bartelsmeyer- 8th

Seniors:
Seth Lawrence- 1st

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Freshmen: 2nd      
Sophomores: 8th   
Juniors: 3rd
Seniors: 4th
 Oral Presentation: 6th
Calculator team: 10th

TEAM AWARDS

The Herrin High School Math Team finished 4th in 
class 2A at the ICTM State Math Contest on May 1.  This 
was the 14th year in a row the team advanced to the state 
competition.  The team won 14 awards for individual 
and team events.  Highlights include a 1st place finish by 
the freshman/sophomore relay team of Maddy Kramer, 
George Mabley, Jordan Preston, and Cassie Meadows, and 
a first place finish in Pre-Calc by senior Seth Lawrence. 
The team is coached by Jeanie Nagrodski, assisted by Kyle 
Harlow.  

Jr/Sr 8 person team: 4th

Jr/Sr 2 person team: 4th

Fr/So relay: 1st
Jr/Sr relay: 9th

Seniors Raelynn Hinerman (left), Allison Spiller (center), and 
Kaylee Mezo.  - Sarah Jankowski photo.

Senior Marshall Anderson.  - Olivia Caldwell photo.
See Learning to appreciate, p. 6
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Students entertain with ‘Curse of the Werewolf’
By Rebecca Weber

Herrin High School stu-
dents demonstrated their act-
ing talent while entertaining 
audiences with this year’s 
spring production, “Curse of 
the Werewolf.”  

The play was chosen care-
fully by directors Jamie Wil-
son and Tammy Pullum, who 
reviewed about a dozen scripts 
before deciding on this year’s 
play. 

Wilson said, “We wanted a 
play that was interesting but 
also something funny.” 

Pullum added, “We also 
want to make sure plays are al-
ways new: It keeps things fresh 
for the kids.”

 The co-directors agreed 
that this year’s production 
went smoothly in terms of 
cast. “We definitely had one of 
the best cast and crews we’ve 
ever seen,” they said.  “No one 
had an attitude and everyone 
got along well.”

 The play was performed 
Thursday and Friday, March 
25-26, at Herrin Civic Center.   
The performance featured a 
group of talented sophomores, 

juniors, and seniors in the lead 
roles, including a mysterious 
and secretive Mrs. Grimm, 
played by junior Liz Calero. 
Sophomore Kasey Paris played 
Joan Tarbuckle, the lawyer, 
and sophomore Amelia Hicks 
appeared as Little Messalina, 
the child terror. 

Senior Israel Lopez played 
Algernon Snipes and Colonel 
Snipes, the twin owners of 
Gargoyle House, while senior 
Tyler Horn played the hunch-
backed son of Mrs. Grimm. 
Senior Matt Witt played Hush-
abye, a nearby neighbor of 
Gargoyle House.

 Senior Devin Wade ap-
peared as Connie Pigeon, se-
nior John Rolape played Buzz 
Haliburton, and senior Bailey 
Kinsey appeared as Veronica. 

 Wilson and Pullum also 
cast senior Brandon Bates as 
Boris, junior Sarah Rash as 
Sheriff Birdsong, and senior 
Casey Hubbard as the strange 
gypsy Olga.

 “I think the play was a 
blast!” Hicks said. “We all had 
so much fun playing our spe-
cific characters, and I’m sure 
the audience was amused by 

the quirkiness of it all.”
 The play also had a hard-

working crew— Andrew 
Renshaw, Paul Sims, Ashlee 
Cosio, Jaylen Janes, Dannielle 
Kerrigan, Jordan Hutson, Dan-
ielle Pierce, and Jessica Epps. 
These students were respon-
sible for the lighting and sound 
as the play went on. 

 After the production, Wil-
son and Pullum felt that the 
play was just a little difficult, 
but after eight weeks of prac-
tice “it was all very reward-
ing.”

 “A lot of hard work went 
into this,” Pullum said. “I en-
joyed the whole process of 
having the cast and crew ready 
for the performance.”

 For those who did not see 
this year’s production, it was 
about a crazy family on an is-
land that finds one of its mem-
bers supposedly murdered by 
a werewolf. The question is 
raised— who gets what? As 
the play progresses, it sets up 
a “whodunit’ situation. But 
ultimately in “Curse of the 
Werewolf,” there is a dancing 
penguin.

Junior Liz Calero played the mysterious Mrs. Grimm in this 
year’s spring production, “Curse of the Werewolf.”  - Photos on 
page by Sarah Jankowski.

Students perform in Herrin High School’s production of “Curse of the Werewolf.”  From left: senior 
John Rolape as Buzz Haliburton, senior Bailey Kinsey as Veronica, senior Israel Lopez as Colo-
nel Snipes, and senior Brandon Bates as Boris. 

Sophomore Amelia Hicks (left) as Little Messalina, the child ter-
ror, senior Devin Wade (center) as Connie Pidgeon, and senior 
Tyler Horn as Mrs. Grimm’s son.  
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Senior Casey Hubbard as the gypsy Olga. - Photos on page by 
Sarah Jankowski.

Senior John Rolape as Buzz Haliburton.

Junior Sarah Rash (front) as Sheriff Birdsong and Senior Devin Wade as Connie Pidgeon.  

Senior Matt Witt (right) as Hushabye and Junior Liz Calero as Mrs. Grimm. 

Senior Bailey Kinsey (left) as Veronica and senior Devin Wade as Connie Pidgeon.
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A review

Seniors Courtney Cislaghi (left) and Shawna Wagley, Class of 
2010.  - Olivia Caldwell photo.

By Andy Siefert

For any of you that don’t al-
ready know, I’m a big fan of old 
B movies, especially the “scary” 
ones. The cheesier they are the 
more I like them. So when my 
brother begged me to walk up to 
the desk at GameStop to show 
the lady my ID so he could buy 
a game that he said promised an 
experience similar to one of these 
films, I was happy to oblige.  This 
game is Deadly Premonition 
by Ignition Entertainment, and 
while it does indeed have all of 
the cheese I was hoping for, that 
might not be such a good thing in 
a videogame.

Story
The story opens with a cut 

scene of an old man walking with 
two young boys in the woods. 
The young boys run ahead, only 
to discover a young local girl that 
has been murdered and tied to a 
tree. Not long after, the character 
you play named Special Agent 
Francis York Morgan, or York (as 
he likes to be called), soon dis-
covers that not everything is as 
quiet and normal as it seems in 
the secluded town he was sent to, 
and it’s up to him to save the day 
yada yada yada…

The story may seem a little ge-
neric, and it is. The little things, 
however, are what make it stand 
apart from other similar stories. 
The first (and initially the strang-

est) thing that should stick out to 
the player is York’s behavior. He 
often goes into long and interest-
ing conversations with his part-
ner Zach. This would be fine, but 
York doesn’t actually have a part-
ner, and he is always by himself 
in these situations. 

Other things that are scattered 
throughout the story like an early 
key-fetching mission where you 
have to find a key with a flying 
squirrel keychain that is mixed 
in with a dozen or so other keys 
with squirrel key chains offer 
situations that are so bizarre you 
can’t help but laugh. This isn’t an 
isolated incident either. Just about 
everything in this whole game is 
bizarre.

I’m also told that this game 
borrows heavily from Twin 
Peaks, but having never seen the 
program and thus not having an 
opinion on the subject, I’ll leave 
you with that and wrap up this 
sentence.

Gameplay
Ok. I’m just going to come out 

and say it. The controls are just 
awful. If you’ve ever played any 
of the first three Resident Evil 
games you’ll know what I mean 
when I say that you move like a 
tank. While it’s not quite as bad 
as Resident Evil, it’s still not good 
if a game first comes out in 2010 
and your character has to come to 
almost a complete stop so you can 
change the direction he is mov-

ing. 
At this point in time, that’s 

an obsolete mechanic, even in a 
survival horror game. The aim-
ing is not bad, but it is mediocre. 
It’s kind of like a less finely tuned 
version of the aiming in Resident 
Evil 4 & 5. 

At this point, I know what 
you’re thinking, and no, it doesn’t 
take everything from the Resi-
dent Evil franchise. The enemies 
are straight out of Silent Hill, and 
the weapon condition system is 
like the one seen in Dead Ris-
ing. There are other gameplay 
elements too, like a currency sys-
tem and hunger and sleep meters, 
but they never really factor into 
gameplay, so there really is no 
need to go into any detail.

So what have we learned? Do 
I regret using my ID to allow this 
game to be purchased? The an-
swer is no because I didn’t pay 
for it, but that’s a different subject 
for a different article in a differ-
ent paper. I’m reviewing a game. 
While the gameplay is horrible, if 
you can live with playing on easy 
to counteract the controls and $20 
isn’t too hefty of a price tag for 
you, then really all you need to 
ask yourself is, “Have I ever half-
way enjoyed any Syfy original 
movie?” If yes, I would recom-
mend this game. If no, it would be 
wise to invest your money else-
where.  C   

Deadly Premonition 
suffers from poor gameplay

Learning to appreciate... 

the world.  Baby steps are the key.  
And my first step was to purchase 
a pair of Toms Shoes.  

For every pair of Toms Shoes 
you buy, the organization gives 
a pair to a child in need.  I can 
honestly say that, though they are 
expensive, they are worth every 
penny.  These shoes are the most 
comfortable pair I own.  And for 
those who don’t like the design, 
there are several others, includ-
ing ones that have laces.  They go 
with pretty much any outfit and as 

a plus, you’re helping out a child 
who has to walk without shoes.  
Which, as my friends learned, is 
very painful.  Try walking down 
the road without shoes on.  Now 
imagine that every day.  It kind of 
puts things in perspective.

    I urge everyone to try to find 
things they can do to help others 
in need.  Whether they’re halfway 
around the world or just around 
the corner.  Your gesture of kind-
ness will be taken the same way 
no matter what you do, with love 
and gratitude.

to less than 9 percent for other 
students.  

There is also the added stress 
of how to tell one’s parents, and 
finding help may seem an impos-
sible task. One of the first steps 
one should take is to tell a parent. 
Often, a teen will be too afraid to 
go to her parents and tell them she 
is pregnant. A few reasons why 
teens do not go to their parents 
first are because they think that 
they might be in trouble or that 
they will disappoint their parents. 

If you are facing this situa-
tion and going to a parent is not 
an option, try going to a counsel-
or, teacher, or a friend’s parents 
whom you trust, another family 
member, the school nurse, or your 
county health department. You 
must go to someone you can trust 
and who will help you to make 
the right decisions. Even though 
you might feel like an adult or 
think that you can do it on your 
own, the truth is that you are still 
just a kid. You lack the knowl-
edge and life experience you need 
to decide what is best for you and 
your baby. 

After doing a survey asking 

if being “sexually involved” in a 
relationship is important or not, 
it was found that more guys than 
girls thought it was important for 
the relationship. 

Out of 25 students who were 
surveyed, 8 percent said that they 
were peer pressured into becom-
ing sexually involved.  Twenty 
percent of the same 25 said that if 
they were to get pregnant or to get 
someone pregnant, that having a 
baby would keep the relationship 
together. 

Teen pregnancy is becoming 
a growing conflict among teens 
aged 15 to 19, and that group con-
tinues to decrease in age every 
year. 

Amber George, the teacher of 
the Child Parenting and Pregnan-
cy class, said, “One question that 
teens tend to forget to ask them-
selves before making life-chang-
ing decisions is whether this one 
night of “having fun” is worth a 
lifetime of being a parent. Or are 
you willing to give up everything 
to become a mom or dad to a 
child?” 

If the answer is “No,” then one 
should re-evaluate the decision to 
be made.

Continued from p. 3

Continued from p. 2

Teen Pregnancy 

Describe this past school year in one word.  

“hectic”
-sophomore Kasey Paris “unforgettable”

-sophomore Haley Pangburn

“exhausting”
-junior Liz Calero

“stressful”
-senior Patti Howell

“s
ho

rt
”

-s
op

ho
m

or
e 

T
yl

er
 T

ee
sl

in
k“awesome”

-freshman Spencer Gualdoni

“tough”
-sophomore Britney Spinks

“beautiful”
-senior Raelynn Hinerman

“astonishing”
-sophomore Baker Wiggs
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By Ben Wayer

The Herrin Tigers boys’ track 
team is off to a great start this 
year.  

The Tigers are winning meets 
left and right, it seems, and much 
of the team’s success is due to its 
top scorers senior Zach Riley, se-
nior Marshall Anderson, and ju-
nior Brian Pankey; Riley scoring 
in high jump and long jump, Pan-
key in triple, and Anderson in the 
100, 200, and 400 meter runs. 

The Tigers’ 4x100 and 4x200 
teams are also dominating this 

year with top times in the state in 
class A. The 4x100 team consists 
of sophomore Demarlo Harris, 
Anderson, Pankey, and Riley; the 
4x200 team consists of Harris, 
Pankey, Riley, and senior David 
Mallow. 

The Tigers are off to a great 
start, and junior Brian Pankey 
thinks the team has a lot of poten-
tial. 

“If we perform to our full po-
tential,” he said, “we have a good 
shot at bringing home the [state] 
trophy.”

Boys’ track team 
off to good start

By Craig Bartelsmeyer

It’s once again springtime, 
and that means the reemergence 
of America’s pastime.  Banished 
all winter to inadequate indoor 
practice facilities, the Herrin 
High School baseball and softball 
teams are once again out on the 
diamonds.  

After playing deep into the 
post-season last year, both teams 
started the season in rebuilding 
mode.  Lady Tigers coach Jen-
nifer Cobin said that although 
the goal of every season is to win 
twenty games, this year there 
was an altered approach to the 
achievement of that goal.  Using 
and developing many different 
players in the varsity team line-
up has been a major focus for the 
coaching staff this year.  

After an 8-8 start to the sea-
son, the softball Tigers are hang-
ing on to the possibility of reach-
ing that twenty win plateau; in 
addition, junior Emily Cripps and 
sophomore Bradi Cislaghi said 
that they believe “we have a real-
ly good chance to win conference 
and regional titles because we are 
a beastly awesome team.”  

The baseball Tigers also be-
lieve in the possibility of nabbing 
the conference and regional titles 
this year.  Junior Ben Wayer said 
that the only thing missing from 
an otherwise good postseason 
squad is consistent hitting.  

Freshman Maddy Kramer 
spoke for both teams this spring 
when saying, “We are a pretty 
young team, but we have a lot of 
potential and if everyone tries 
their hardest, we’re sure to win.”  

Baseball and softball teams 
look forward to good seasons

Sophomore Alyssa Pribble.  - Olivia Caldwell photo.

Junior Brandon Bevis slides onto base.  - Olivia Caldwell photo.

By Lindsey Craig

Summer is in the air and with 
this comes the start of boys’ ten-
nis.  

After losing five team mem-
bers who graduated, “it’s been a 
rebuilding year,” head coach Matt 
McManaway said.  

The tennis team has already 
achieved its first win of the sea-
son. McManaway said the team 

members are excited to have their 
first win so early in the season.  
He expects good things from this 
year’s and next year’s team, which 
will be mostly unchanged.  He 
expects the remaining members 
to work hard over the summer to 
improve.

McManaway said that for 
practice they usually have prac-
tice matches and drills to work on 
different aspects of the athletes’ 

Tennis team achieves first win of season
games.

Members of this year’s team 
are seniors Tyler Horn and Atif 
Cheema, juniors Cadle Burrell, 
Josh Loyd, Patrick McNeill, Andy 
Siefert, Craig Bartelsmeyer, Bren-
dan Huggett and Michael Jones, 
sophomore Fletcher Hoague, and 
freshmen Justin Craig, Jake Turn-
er, Brendan Beasley, and Max 
Klickner.
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Sophomore Brianna Bartelsmeyer vaults over the bar. - Olivia 
Caldwell photo.

Junior Kim Deming clears the high jump crossbar .  - Olivia Caldwell photo.

Girls take second 
in conference meet
By Rachel Young

The HHS girls’ track team 
placed second in the River to Riv-
er Conference meet last Thursday 
and the girls are working hard to 
prepare for tomorrow’s sectional 
meet.  

The girls took home several 
medals at last week’s conference 
meet. 

Senior Nikki Hall placed first 
in the 400 and 100, breaking 

school records in both events. Se-
nior Alex McVicker placed first in 
the long jump, junior Haley Elders 
placed first in the 2-mile, and the 
4x100 relay team of Hall, McVick-
er, junior Jailon Berry, and sopho-
more Paris Henry placed first and 
broke the school record.

Other top finishes include Hall, 
second in the 200, Elders, second 
in the mile and the 800, and ju-
nior Jensen Falker, second in the 
2-mile.  

Junior Jailon Berry runs the third leg of the 4x100 relay in a recent track meet.  In last week’s 
conference meet the relay team won first place and broke the school record.  - Olivia Caldwell 
photo.

Senior Nikki Hall competes in the long jump.  - Olivia Caldwell 
photo.

Senior Alex McVicker (left), senior Nikki Hall (center), and sophomore Paris Henry pause for a 
picture with their hard-earned medals after a recent track meet.  - Olivia Caldwell photo.


